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Juslims must now
Y from Hadiih

This article is reproduced from Malaysia's THE SUNDAY STAR of June 22, 1986 (Page
13). It was written by Dr. Kassim Ahmad, renowned Malaysion Leader, Prominent Muslim
Scholar, and, first and foremost, a true Muslim who roises the banner of true Islam as
originaily preached by God's final Prophet Muhammad. There is no doubt thait God and His
invisible and invincible soldiers are supporting Kassim in his current historical stand against

Satan’s feeble troops who cail themselves "Ulama® (Muslim Scholars!!!), See Qur‘an 22:40,
37:171-173, & 40:51. (The Editor)

By Kassim Ahmad
THE Mustims have mwo
sets of "a2uinentic’ collec-
toas of Hedith, compiled
reported alleged savings
and acdons of Pruphet
Muhammad, firstly, b
Sunni {(*orthodox’) and,
secondly, by Shia (‘herer-
cal’} compilers berween
éﬁ an 350 years after his

th.

_Although these com-
pilers adopted what they
considered were ‘{ool-
prool” aethods against er-
rors, the authenticity of
the Hadith bas been a
subject of endiess cantro-
versy down the centuries,
The majority of Muslim
arthodox theologians and
Jurists since that iime bad

decreed that any Muslim

not upholding the Hadith
as a source of guidance
angd law
side the fold of Islarn,

In 2 nutshell, this is the
greatest dilemmna facin
g:‘; Mustims today: g&old
ks costinue to up
the Hadith in spite of its
seif-contradicrions, as
theirtheologians havce
taught, or undermke a
crigeal re-evaluados in
the face of strong opposi-
Hoo bg the conservagve

. The cridcal re-evalua-

don is ahsolutely neces-
s2ry ic order 1o remove

uts himseif out- |

what 1 consider to be the
greatest impediment to
the development of Mus-
lim thougnt and social
progress in the modern
world. Anyone who exam-
ines the Hadith objective-
Iy and dispassionately
would find many of them

contradicting the clear

teachings of the

uran,
contradicting itsel i

and

contradicring science and.

history and common
sease.

In my small book, I

have Ifiven examples of
such Hadith. In short, the
Hadith is anti-science and
coatrary to Quranic hu-
dmxsm. This 1s :%:a bags
-y argument that the
Hadith impedes the de-
velopment of modern
Muslun thoughr and so0-
cial progress.
As history .
ed, the ecarly Muslims
were world leaders in em-
pire-making, just admin-
1stration, intellecrual and
scjlgntific culture ang
military strategy an
warfere. &y

This was the time when
they were wholly inspired
and fully imbued by the
liberanng message of the
divipe Quran, the only
seripture and teaching
brought by Propher Mu-
hammad 10 the Arabs and
manpkind. , . . -,

bas record-

When, beginning from
the Third Ceotury of Is-
lam onwards, the Muslims
began to turn their minds
to other sources of guid-
ance, pardaularly the Ha-
dith, the downward slide
started. As everybody can
see, the Muslims today
are_badly split, warring
.2gainst each other, one
group ever ready to quar-
rel'v?ir.b another and dif-
- fering with one asother
"on the smallest of issues,
such as purdab and man-
verisms in prayer, aond
consequently, i
the bo st position
in the international com-
1A Seite of this, most of
spite is, most
the nigma are guite com-~
placent and feel seif-
righteous abott the smte
.of their religion. They

view any attack on them

OF any attempt az a criti-
cai re-evaluaton of their .

teachings as an atiack on
Islam itself. .
They have in fact arro-
gated to themselves the.
role of custodians of the
religion. They assert that-

< there is pothing —wrong—
with the state of I1slam as .

taught by them; the ertor
lies in its pon-application
by politicians, - :
They therefore are po
clamouriog for 2 grester
role for themselves in

foveramen_t. PAS is in
act proposing 1o set up
such a dismal medieval
theologian-ied srtate in
Malaysis, . .

.The trouble is that the
majority of the ulama is
no longer the learned of
the Ummah, as their
name implies.

Since the tdme they as-
sumed the form of a
gngmv class about the

iteentn Century and de-
voted themseives purely
to  the ‘‘religious™
sciences, knowledge
froze and along with it
Muslim science and
thought. Since narure ab-
bors extremes, the ex-
temes wing of the reli-
gious intelligencsia gave
rise to the extreme wing

of the secniar intelligent- .

siz who severed the con-
Mphm‘! e

This is the root cause of
the alienation of the
ulama {rom modern
knowledge and contem-
porary society.- -

This explains their
pear-hysterical reacrion
Yo my “book znd their inz-
bility 1o confront its
scientific challenge rado-

Y. .
Usable 1o coafront the
book’s scientific chal-
ge s v, Wrer re-
sorved to characier assas-

sination and mystifica-
tion, with suchr as
the auwnor was & former
sociatist leader, thar hav-
ing rejected wie Hadith he
is now an “zpostate’, that
he does not read the
Quran in Arabic, that he
uses Orientalist sources
and pot primary sources
andsoon. R

Such arguments, of
course, cut noice with the
enlightened, dut thetr tar-
getis the vnenfightened. -

The aim of their cam-
paign is to cocafuse the
people as to the rue con-
tents of my book, whip up
public support for
untenable position and
pressure the authorities
to ban it.

All of these go to show
their t fear the
f’eap}u rejeczion of the
dadith. They even irra-
tonally e Umt & re-
jection of the Hadith
tezns a rejection of the
Quran, when they vetry

-well know that the Quran

is a protectﬁgz divine
scriprure standing sepa-
nte?yb}'ilsz‘.f.

Or cioser examination,
this fear is linked to the
fact that most cf the so-
called zutheatic Hadizh
cannot be sxxd rongnare
from rhe Prophet. simoe
they contradist e teasa-




1=gs of the Quran which
he brought. and many of
them :ncalcylate supersn-
kol S theuicma.
us in ike 1nterest
the uiama 19 uphold
rotect the Hadith. It
fact their teaching
Hadish be consid-
i a5 2 source of iaw
~£ with 13e Quran.
tely 1t is not the

2e Qurzz catezorical-
S1ds 1t, and tae
1 15 aiso reporied
ve fordidden the
wTinng down of anvthing
from him except the
Quran. Since tus report
supports the Quran, it can
be salely regarded as a
gentine Hadith, .
., The teaching that the
Hadith is a primary

source of Muslim juris-
Frudeace was first for-
mally stated by the grest
classical jurist. Imam
Shafi'i (d. 820 AD.) some
rwo _hundred vears after
the Prophet’s death.

Tne Hadith of course
existed in eral form from
ihe earliest generations of
Isiam. though not in such
stupendous numpers as
existed at the time of the
official compilancns. but
s0ior to the acceptance of
the Shafi'i junsprudentiai
theory, they were simply
regarded as precedents.

Right from the time of
Shaft'i's epunciation of
the theory in his book. al-
Risalch, strorg objections
were advanced against it
by the Muslim Ranona-
lists on the grounds that

tne Quranx was perfect.
ccmplete and detailed and
the fHadith mere guess-
werk. —- ..

The histonezl circum-
stances & 12at time were
A thzt SE=f1'i's theory
Iv gained genearal
&gLepanse and the 2rno-
sifich mevement sup-
sressec. :

However, it persisied
as a minority suppressed
movement in the Muslim
communmry down the cen-
tunes unui today when. to
my mind, conditions are
ripening for its general
acceptance.

The anu-Hadith move-
ment can in no way be ta-
ken as a movement to
denigrate the great
Prophet Muhammad or to

do away with the divine
scripture. the Quran, that
he brought to mankind, as
ihe upholders of Hedith
would have the people be-
lieve.

Muhammad, being
God's final prophet to
mankind during the
Earwn’s era of scientific
and technoiogical ad-
vane®. cannot teach such
supers:illons as a2re em-
bogied in a great many
Heduk,

The aim of the anti-Ha-
dith movermen: 1 ~~ecise-
Iy 1o cliear toc great
Propaet of the fajse tea .-
ings attributed to him. 3
to the Quram. it is we
grand, spiritual, rational,
humaristic, liberating
message that he brought
to the Arabs and the

whole of mankind, al-
ready lifting the Arab and
Musiims in the first three
centuries to great heights,
and, of course, as capable
of accormplishing simiiar
feats for the whole of hu-
manity in the fature.

The Quran is far, very
far above the jumble of
so-czlled propbetic ‘Ha-
dith that the conservative
theoincians wish to asso-
ciate it with. .-

This is the universal. so-
cial 2nd pkileseogkical di-
me2sins . of - the - ang-Ha-
dith movemen: and the
movement back to tbe
Quraz, the sole. original
apd true teachings of
Proghet Mghammad to
the world. It is of far-
reacking world signifi-
cance.

New Sunday Times, June 22, 1986
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| BITORIAL

Berita Harlan

T NOW that the Religious Affairs
Dlvision in the Prime Minlster’s
Department has made known lis
views on Kassim Ahmad's book,
there will certainly be increasing
pressure to ban it. The editorinl
regrotted that those who are
loudest In secking a ban on the
book arc also the ones who have
been reluctant to have an open
debate with Kasslm to dlscuas his
book. The open-mindedness of
Ablm In responding to Kassim
Ahmad's challenge I8 to be
applauded. The Berita Harian
added that perhaps the publication
of the book could have been
inspired by the fact that Encik
Kassim was denled the use of a
public forum at the Universliti
Kebangsaan Malaysla some
months age as a result of n
directive by the Selangor Religlous
Affairs Department. The reason
for preventlng Kassim from
holding the ceramah was that he is
not an ulama and is naet an expert
on the hadith. “It 1s clear that the
UKM was rcluctant to hear the
views of a man whom they regard
as ‘Ignorant’ simply because he
stands outside their fleld of
expertise.” e

“Who knows, perhaps If the
ceramah had been permitted, lis
effect might have been more
positive than what are facing now".
It is unfortunate for the Malays
and Musiims that there are still
pcople who consider themselves
experts In a certain field but are
afrald to hear the views of others
who do not share their discipline?

The paper urged the ulama to
have the “courage” to llsten to
other people’'s views.

Religious issiies should not be
excmpted from open debate even
though there might be occasions
when the ulama or the éxperts inn
particular discipline feel that their
credibility Is challenged: 11 the
ulamaktake pride in the revival of
Islam, they should be brave
enough to cope with developments
resuiting from such revival, © -

It is useless to take pride in the
revival of Islam if the right to
discuss an Issue of relevance to
Islam continues to be regarded as
the sole prerogative of the ulama.

It Is odd thnt our ulama often
make use of thelr position to ban
this and that, and are prone to
criticise the writings of other
people while they themselves do
not express their ideas in writing.

Is It the duty our ulama merely
to act as sources of reference or as
agents whose responsibliity Is to
hand out ‘haram or halal
Judgments? Why should Kassim’s
book be the sole object of Inquiry
whereas the books written by
Joseph Schact or Goldziher which
Kassim used as hls sources of
reference are still sold in our
bookshops? .

The paper expressed tho hope
that “the ulamae would accept
Kassim’s Invitation that the
controversy be solved In n more
Judiclious and convincing manner.”

RN

FROM THE
BAKASA
PAPERS

Utusan Malaysia

0O THE Utusan Malaysia editorial
commenting on Kassim Ahmad’s
book called upon the ulama not to
rely solely on their nuthority as
religlous lenders to act agalnst
Kassim Ahmad’s book. It would be
more dangerus for the ulama
mcrely/ to resort to conventional
measures.

“Mublims now are generally less
Inclited to submit themselves to
the duthority of the ulama,” the
Utludan added. Kassim Ahmad’s
book poses not only a challenge to
the credibility of the ulama but
also to their scholarship In
rebutting his arguments In a
rational and convincing manner,
the paper sald.

“What is urgently needed is for
the ulama to prove that Kassim
Ahmad’s views are wrongly based
on scientific arguments as the
present generation ol Muslims Is
more critical in thelr attitude and
thinking,” the editorial said. -

“It Is a heavy task for our ulama
but it Is a responslbility which they
must fulfil as the emergence of
groups questioning Islam In the
past was partly due to the fallure of
our ulama to adjust their methods
of explalning Islam in terms that
are relevant to the changes In the
Muslim world.” ' .
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THE NEWEST AND MOST COMPREHENSIVE
ISLAMIC EDUCATION PROGRAM

Videos, Audio Cassettes, Books, Bulletins,
plus the most complete collection of Qur'an
tapes recited in_ the Teaching, Chanting,
& Tarteel Methods bv the most famous
reciters; with & ':.'Ethout English translation.

000

* VIDEOS *

MUSLIM PRAYERS: Learn

everything
u need about the 5 daily prayers..$29.00
ARABIC LANGUAGE LESSONS: .... $29.00
JUM'A PRAYER: detailed ...cuc... $29.00

1.

yo

2.

3.

4. THE WOMAN IN ISLAM:.... ..... $29.00
5.

(A

6.

7

LIFE HISTORY OF THE PROPHET:
fantastic Motion Picture) $29.00
ESSENTIALS OF ISLAM ........ £29.00
. CHILDREN's ISLAMIC EDUCATION..$29.00

-----------

* AUDIO CASSETTES *

Salat Prayers, Arabic Language Lessons,
Life History of the Prophet, Essentials of
Islam, Math. Miracle of Qur'an,& the greatest
collection of Quran tapes..........$5.00ea

* BOOKS *
We are the exclusive distributors of books
dealing with the recently discovered
miraculous code of Quran.
See Page 4 of this issue far a
detailed list of our books.

ASK FOR OUR FREE CATALOG

' .We ship your order within 24 hrs
- and guarmm*ze your satisfaction.
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lSL MICi PRODUCTIONS
739 E ath St .-
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WITNESS A MIRACLE
VIDEO PROGRAM
THE FIRST PHYSICAL EVIDENC
DETAILING THE QUR’AN’S

MATHEMATICAL CODE.

The Miracle that is shaking the wor* »
Watch history in the making '

$29.00

" BOOKS FROM MASJID TUCSON

1. QUR'AN: THE FINAL SCRIPTURE.
Translated from the original by Dr. Rashod
Khalifa. Recognized worid-wide as the
best transiation..... $13.30

2. The Computer Speaks: by R Khalifa.
details of the Qurion's miraculous;
mathematical Code..crsmrseence $9.50

3. Qur'an: Visual Presentation of the Miracle

- by R Khalifa. RNustrated details of the
miracle. Code superimposed on Qur'on
text...$9.50 . 3
4. Qur'an, Haodith, & Islam. by R Khalifa ;
Mathematical ProofS.....ceecceess $3.80
S._Al-Qur‘an: The Ultimate Miracle. by Ahmad
- Deedat. Simplified presentation of the Mirucle{.} .
with detailed illustrations, $3.80

6. The Names Of Allch in Relation to the
Mathematical Miracie of Quran. by the
renowned scholar Dr Cesar Adidb
P[0 7,71 IO——- 1 ] |

7. MUSLIM PERSPECTIVE. Bulletin of the
United Islamic NGQtiOM...—.......$12.00/yr

Plus the most beautiful artistic works of]
Life Magazine photographers:

THE WORLD OF ALLAH. special lm: pnce
of $19.00

MECCA ..special low price of $14.00

DOME OF THE ROCK. only $14.00 P

Send arder to; !

ISLAMIC PROD |
739 East 6th UCTIONS I

Tucson, Arlzons85719
Phone: (602) 791-3989
ASK FOR OUR FREE CATALOGC

We ship your order within 24 hrs
and guarantee your satisfaction.
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MAlL TO:

ecomeasubscriber NOW!

3 ONLY $12.00 for 12 issues
‘ Cne Dollar a month

- OF THE UNITED ISLAMIC NATION
>an Franmsco Dhul Hijja 22-24, 1406 (August 29-31, 1986)

i A rare opportumty to update, coordinate, and share your knowledge
with your brothers and sisters from around the world who have
i

experienced the same exciting discovery of TRUE - ISLAM.
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Inziic cthirs to the way of your Lord with uisdam and Zentle admoni-

Sz ond Jebate with them in the best possible morner. IF

MASIID TUCSON PUBLISHES BOOKS,

4 (BETA & VHS) DEALING WITH ALL
ASPECTS OF ISLAM. WE ARE THE
{ EXCLUSIVE DISTRIBUTORS OF
: PUBLICATIONS DEALING WITH THE
RECENTLY DISCOVERED MATHEMATICAL
MIRACLE OF QUR'AN.
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AUDIO CASSETTES, & VIDEO CASSETTES '

WRITE FOR A FREE CATALOG
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